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HOA LAC AIRFIELD-
NORTH VIETNAM
2101N 10530E

25X1

1. SIGNIFICANCE:

THIS BRIEFING BOARD DEPICTS THE RECENTLY COMPLETED RESURFACING OF THE

MAIN RUNWAY, WITH PROBABLE RESURFACING OF THE PARALLEL TAXIWAY IN PROGRESS.

2. LOCATION:

1.4 NM WNW OF HOA LAC AND 6.3 NM SOUTH OF SON TAY.

3. BACKGROUND:

PHOTOGRAPHY OBTAINED SUBSEQUENT TO THE LIMITED BOMBING HALT OF 1 APRIL 1968
HAS REVEALED A MAJOR EFFORT ON THE PART OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TO REPAIR AND
IMPROVE THEIR AIRFIELDS. INTERMITTENT CONSTRUCTION AND REPAIR ACTIVITY HAS BEEN
OBSERVED AT HOA LAC AIRFIELD SINCE THE LIMITED BOMBING HALT. THE PIERCED STEEL
PLANKING (PSP) SURFACE MATERIAL ON THE RUNWAY AND TAXIWAY WAS REMOVED SUBSEQUENT TO
THE AIRSTRIKES OF APRIL 1967. PHOTOGRAPHY OF JANUARY 1969 REVEALED A TRUCK-MOUNTED

CRANE MOVIKG AND STACKING UNIDENTIFIED MATERIAL ALONG THE MAIN RUNWAY EDGE.

L. MISSION READOUT:

PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALS THAT

THE MAIN (NW/SE) RUNWAY HAS BEEN RESURFACED WITH PROBABLE PSP. A CENTER SECTION

OF THE PARALLEL TAXIWAY IS APPARENTLY BEING RESURFACED WITH PROBABLE PSP.

These notes have been prepared for briefing purposes only and should not be used for detailed analytical work. Their use
should be restricted to the particular briefing boards (s) they were prepared for and must be considered valid only for the re-
porting period as indicated by the date of issue. For information concerning these notes contact Chief, Imagery Exploitation
Group NPIC.
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POSSIBLE PSP SECTIONS ARE OBSERVED ALONG THE EDGE OF THE TAXIWAY. NEW RUNWAY

MARKINGS ARE OBSERVED ON THE MAIN RUNWAY AND ON THE SECONDARY (EW) CONCRETE

RUNWAY. THE NATURAL SURFACE (CONVERTED TAXIWAY) RUNWAY REMAINS UNCHANGED.

AOB: 1 FISHBED
3 FRESCO
1 PROBABLE FAGOT
1 COLT

5. REMARKS:

HOA LAC IS NOW THE ONLY AIRFIELD IN NORTH VIETNAM WITH THREE SERVICEABLE

RUNWAYS TWO OF WHICH ARE ALL WEATHER (ONE CONCRETE AND ONE PSP). HOA LAC IS THE

SECOND AIRFIELD TO EMPLOY PSP AS A SURFACING MATERIAL SINCE

e

FIRST AIRFIELD TO USE PSP WAS BAI THUONG

THIS ACTIVITY IS

CONSISTENT WITH THE TREND OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TO REPAIR AND IMPROVE THEIR

ATRFIELDS

MAP REFERENCE: AMS SERIES L7014 SHEET 6051 II 1:50,000

These notes have been prepared for briefing purposes only and should not be used for detailed analytical work. Their use
should be restricted to the particular briefing boards (s) they were prepared for and must be considered valid only for the re-
porting period as indicated by the date of issue. For information concerning these notes contact Chief, Imagery Exploitation

Group NPIC.
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